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Cleais an associate in the Chicago office.
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University of Illinois College of Law, JD, cum laude, Chicago 312.258.5543 Clea.Braendel @afslaw.com
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University of Chicago, BA, cum laude, 2019 Clearepresents AFS clientsin arange of corporate and financial matters. Prior to joining the firm,

Clea served as an Edward Coles Summer Fellow with the I1linois Human Rights Commission. In this
role she researched and drafted recommendations to assist Commissioners in resolving discrimination
appeals from both the Department of Human Rights and the Commission’ s administrative law court.
Earlier, she worked as a copywriter at a creative agency, developing campaigns for national food,
consumer products, and healthcare brands. She holds a BA in Creative Writing with departmental
honors, and her thesis received the David Blair McLaughlin Prize. This training underpins her clear,
concise approach to advocacy and client communication.

Life Beyond the Law

Outside of work, Cleais an enthusiastic patron of Chicago’s performing arts scene. When she's not at
ashow, she’s talking about the next one over agreat meal.
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